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Money Speaks

September seems to have arrived far too quickly! That means a ton of changes all in a row for us! On September 13th, Elijah begins
first grade and Luke flies to Berlin to teach on the Trinity. The weekend prior to that, September 11th, is Luke's first official day as
the pastor of MICC. The following weeks see us welcoming three new teammates who we will be helping to orient to life in
Germany as well as Luke returning to Albania to teach. September promises to be one for the books and we will let you know how
we survived in our next prayer letter! And we are even more excited to see how God works and moves in our lives! Throughout
this we very much appreciate your prayers, encouragement, and welcome any and all emails! We would love to hear from you!
Speaking of how much of a blessing you are to us, we wanted to share our tremendous thanks for your financial sacrifices. Your
gracious giving not only allows us to live, but it speaks at a very loud volume about the love and care of the body of Christ. This
past month we had the opportunity to help a very small international Baptist church. IBC Munich has less than 50 people on a
good day. For the month of August, Luke was asked to preach as their associate pastor (they currently don't have a senior pastor)
was out of town. As is typically done in Germany, one of the elders quietly approached Luke after the first Sunday's service
concluded to ask about how to get the honorarium to us. We were able to share with him that due to an incredible team of
ministry partners, who are specifically giving to allow us to bless others like IBC, we would love the church to retain the
honorarium and use it to meet the needs in their church.
Now, this is not to say that we think honorariums are wrong or shouldn't be taken by missionaries. Certainly we could use the
extra money, but we have been so blessed by you that we want to extend that same blessing to others. As you can imagine, this was
a tremendous help for this small church for whom an honorarium is a bigger sacrifice given their limited operational budget. This
is not the first time we have been able to share of you with those around us. The response is always one of amazement. Your giving
not only supports us financially, but is used to share the Gospel, to attest to the love you have for ministry and us, and to testify to
a selfless life. Thank you so very much!
Beyond the ministry opportunities, your support upholds us in our financial needs. This past month saw the need to replace a
computer, purchase several other bigger expense items, and try to wrangle our budget in anticipation the German taxes we will
owe. On the latter, we recently heard that the taxes we might need to pay could be upwards of 17,000 euros. Now you might
understand why missionaries to Germany have to raise the levels of support they do! Pray for us as we rearrange our budget to
quickly set aside as much toward this amount as we can and for our tax preparer to find as many tax deductions as possible.
If you haven't already joined our email list for our weekly prayer emails and would like to, please shoot us an email! We would love
to add you to that so you can get relevant prayer requests and praises each week. We also work to release a video update each
month on our blogsite that is listed below. There is so much to share from what God is doing that we would love to be as faithful as
possible to pass along as much as we can! Thank you for your prayers and partnership! Thank you for your financial support! As
you can read, God is working through this to bless others and advance the Gospel!
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Return to Tirana

The end of the month saw Luke returning to Albania to teach at the MBS study
center there. It was wonderful to see the students after so many months! Returning
on a routine basis has allowed for relationships to develop and even better
interaction.
Beyond the regular 5 students, there are always a few guests that cycle through. MBS
Albania promotes the lectures and makes them available to anyone who would like to
participate. What is especially encouraging is to see some of these guests have
lightbulb moments as they dig deeper into Scripture than they might have done
before. Prayerfully some of these individuals will be led to join MBS Albania and
become some of the next students.
This past month was one of the hottest times Luke has experienced in Tirana.
Thankfully it was cooler than their summer highs which reached temperatures well
over 100 degrees for days at a time. Albania does use air conditioning, but not
centralized. This means they use window units which are not sufficiently strong to
cool things more than a few degrees beyond the outdoor temperatures. By the end of
each day, the lecture room was quite warm despite the A/C running full blast.
Thankfully the students were working hard to concentrate despite the temperatures.
Additionally, Luke was also able to solidify some details for an upcoming conference
by AEP in Albania. Luke has been invited as the main speaker and will address over
100 missionaries who are connected to each other and working throughout Albania.
Please pray for the preparation and for the participants! Since this is a ministry which
focuses on all missionaries in Albania, it will include a wide spectrum of theological
views, ministry types, and even nationalities. This is an exciting opportunity and will
prayerfully be life giving for all involved!
Between MBS and the AEP conference, Luke will spend time in Albania each month
from August to October. We are so thankful for these opportunities and excited to
see how God advances His church in Albania!
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Learn German with us! The
German word for money is Geld
which is pronounced gell-d

Prayer Requests:
- Starting at MICC
- Elijah beginning 1st Grade
- Teaching in Berlin and
Albania
- Learning German
- Adoption Travel to Resume

Praises:
- Your testimony through giving!
- 3 Sundays at IBC
- August travel to Albania
- God's provision for our needs

Thank you so very much for
your partnership in bringing the
Gospel throughout Europe!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany

Equipping today's students to lead

tomorrow's churches for the glory

of God!




