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Surprise!

August has arrived! Alongside this month comes a lot of changes and new things! For many students in the USA, school has just
launched back. In Munich, school has just been let out. Each of the different states in Germany are assigned a different 6 weeks for
their summer break. Normally, the states rotate on a yearly basis so that they can all experience either an earlier or later break.
However, Bayern, the state in which Munich is located, has traditionally always had the latest summer break. This means that their
6 weeks begin in August and run until the middle of September.
This last month has been full of changes and new things for us! As you might recall, over the past year we have had the
opportunity to minister at a local international church, MICC. Our last several weeks there coincided with the time period when
MICC was beginning their pastoral search process. As you might recall, MICC requested that their previous pastor take early
retirement. The process leading up to this was quite controversial. There were many in the church who felt that this change should
have happened years ago. On the other side, there were many who felt that this process was mishandled and not correct. Add into
this mix an extremely diverse congregation, who have different expectations of how a church ought to function and who have
different views regarding the role of church leadership, and you have a recipe for a very tumultuous situation. This was further
compounded by a lack of communication and the perception that there was little to no transparency.
We found ourselves in this situation in April and May. By God's grace, we were able to step in and serve without any major
complications or further divisions. After we concluded our 5 weeks. we returned to our normal lives and ministry. At the
beginning of June, the search committee approached Luke to see if he would be willing to be considered as a candidate. We talked
about it and decided that any opportunity God brings about, we will always look at and pray though. During the interview, the
question came up, what would it take for us to be willing to be considered as the next pastor and pastoral family? We outlined a
series of conditions, many of which we thought would either not take place or not be accepted by MICC. These were things that
we hoped to use to see if God kept the door open or closed the opportunity. These included: staying under MTW and remained
supported missionaries, having the full support of our current local partners, being able to continue working with the internship
program and teaching at the seminary, hiring an associate pastor, etc.
To make a long story short, to our surprise, MICC agreed to all the conditions and all of those things fell into place. You can hear
more about this in our latest vlog: Stannard Snapshots (see the blogsite below). Furthermore, we became the leading candidates,
were put forth before the church as the candidate of choice, and on July 23rd were voted in by the church as the next pastor they
would like to call. Throughout this time we have been praying a lot and getting advice from many people familiar with us and our
situation. The result is that we have felt that God has placed this situation before us and we are trusting that this is a part of His
will for our time in Munich. Hence, we said yes, and starting September 11th, we will add this role to our current roles. There are
many challenges that lie ahead with this and we know there will be many blessings. We definitely appreciate your prayers and
would love to hear from you and share more! Your partnership in all aspects of what God calls us to is so important to us!
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Connecting to the Community

In addition to the bigger ministry things that God has brought along our paths, we
have seen how God is providing opportunities for us to connect with our
community. Michelle has had the chance to get to know several of the other mothers
from Elijah's kindergarten. These everyday situations provide us a chance to not only
connect with local people, but also to begin relationships that we pray will be used by
God to share the Gospel and see Him work in the lives of those around us.
Our neighbors are another example. God has blessed us with neighbors who have
been an amazing blessing. They are retired and are the parents of our landlord.
During their years of working, they spent time living abroad and because of that they
have a special heart for helping others who are living in a foreign environment. They
have been instrumental in connecting us with doctors, car repair shops, dentists,
helping us find the right paperwork, etc. We have also had chances to share about
what we do and to speak about God. Pray with us that we will continue to have more
such opportunities and that God would work in their lives to give them eyes to see
the truth of the Gospel.
The longer we are in our small town, the more opportunities we see to connect to
others. Even though we ended up a little further outside of Munich than we initially
planned, we see how God is using this to provide us some great opportunities!
Because we are in a smaller community, it is easier to get to know people. We see the
same faces more often and we have more chances to connect. Life in Munich can
tend to mirror that of any large city - busy, hectic, and not easy to connect to those
immediately around you. Olching, on the other hand, resembles more small towns
where everyone knows everyone. There are some advantages to this and great
ministry opportunities. And the blessing of being within 20 minutes of downtown
Munich by the public transportation allows us to experience the best of both worlds.
What a blessing that God opened the door for us to live here! Please join us in
praying that God will continue to connect us to our community to share the Gospel!
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The German word for a group
sharing fellowship or a
common bond is Gemeinde
which is pronounced: geh-
mine-deh

Prayer Requests
- New added role
- Teaching in Albania in Aug.
- Preaching at IBC in Aug.
- Adoption travel to resume
- Language learning

Praises
- Ministry opportunities
- Encouragement from many
- God's guidance and directing
- Elijah finishing kindergarten
- Michelle's stable health

Thanks for your partnership!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany
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