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Just a Bit of Normal (Totally Chaotic) Life

After so much happening during the first half of 2022, we were thankful to have a more "normal" month. Yet, even our normal
ends up being quite chaotic! In fact, 2022 has been a year of such craziness that we can hardly believe we are over half way
through! This past month saw us settling into routines, trying new things, and, of course, travelling.
On the road again is a constant theme of our lives. Thankfully we love travel and so it ends up working out. This past month Luke
traveled to Bonn. You can see and hear more about that in our latest video update found on our blogsite (see below). Once a
month we post a vlog to that site and you can sign up to get automatic email notifications when we have uploaded that video.
Bonn was the former capital of Germany and the site of the first Martin Bucer Seminary location. Each year, all of the German
staff gather together for a time of meeting, connecting, planning, and updates. It was a great opportunity for Luke to connect with
all the other staff. Out of this came an invitation for Luke to travel to Berlin in September to teach at the MBS study center there.
Luke also appreciated the opportunity to put names and faces together.
Just prior to Luke's trip to Bonn, we took a family trip to Hungary. Our goal was to close out our Hungarian bank account and to
get a little rest. The second part happened even though the first part was only partially successful. In typical Hungarian fashion,
there are a series of steps required to close a bank account that have to be done with several days in between. As a result, we are
90% of the way done, but will have to take one final trip to complete the whole process. During our time in Hungary we could see
how inflation is hitting hard. Prices for normal items were approaching double the cost of last year, currency conversion rates were
at an all time high (a bad sign for the Hungarian currency), and wages were not increasing to match the inflation. Although we
have felt the pinch in Germany, the change as not been quite as dramatic as what we saw in Hungary.
On the new experience front, Elijah started tennis. We were looking for a way to get him involved in sports and around other
children. Our local tennis club has quite reasonable family rates and they operate a kids clinic every Monday. He has been loving it
and is always very disappointed if weather or holidays force a cancelation. We are looking forward to playing together as a family
and using this to build connections with others in our community. Having not played in 5-6 years, both Luke and Michelle need to
knock some rust off, but once that is done we see this as a potential avenue for ministry and a way to have fun.
Language, conjugation, practice, memorization, and grammatical nightmares are all a part of our lives. Michelle was blessed to
find a wonderful lady at our church who comes on a weekly basis to help her practice. Helen is originally from England, but came
to Germany many decades ago as a German grammar teacher. Michelle has found this to be a great way to supplement her
tutoring times and it has a been a wonderful encouragement. Another bonus is that it is allowing her to build a relationship with
someone from our church! We are so thankful for God's provision in this manner!
Elijah is still practicing his language in Kindergarten. Schools run through the month of July in Bavaria and the Kindergartens
operate all months. We are trying to get him as much exposure to German before he begins first grade in the middle of September.
He is doing quite well and understands a good bit, even though he is still frustrated to not be able to fully communicate.
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Intern Time

One of the constant ministry features for Luke has been helping with the pastoral
internship program with our partnership church. Luke was recruited to help co-lead
this program. Along with the senior pastor, he has helped to plan the schedule,
mentor two of the interns, and lead several of the sessions. We have 5 long term
interns who stay in the program for 3 years. During this time they complete their
master's degree in theology, minister in the church, have opportunities to preach and
get feedback, sit in on leadership meetings, and go through our internship training
program. It is an amazing opportunity with the goal of seeing the next generation of
pastors better equipped and prepared to step into their first pastorate position.
Our program has a ton of potential for growth and we usually see 5-10 short term
interns join us over the summer months for 2-3 months. Prayerfully, as the Lord
provides the funds, we will see this program grow to include more long term interns.
This past month, Luke has lead several of the sessions that have been focused on
hermeneutics - the art and science of interpreting Scripture. We have been
specifically focusing on how to use principles to properly study Scripture and to
construct a sermon. One of the great things about the group is that they are very
interactive. We get into many amazing conversations that we usually have to cut
short to stay in our time parameters.
Because of the propensity to have more questions than time for answers, Luke
launched a biweekly lunch time with the interns. It is an open question and answer
opportunity. Every other Thursday Luke shows up with a sack lunch and for 1.5
hours fields questions. The questions range from complex theological issues to
practice and personal questions. It has been an amazing opportunity to connect
better with the interns as well as give them an opportunity to ask the questions that
are burning on their hearts. We have heard great feedback as the interns have
expressed how meaningful this time is to them. Despite it being totally optional,
there is almost always 100% participation.
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The German word for travel is a
feminine word: die Reise
pronounced dee Rise-eh

Prayer Requests:
- 5 interns: Chris, Sami,
Manuel, Lukas, and Jotham
- New Ministry option
- Language progress
- Adoption travel to be Allowed

Praises:
- Helen and her help!
- Berlin Teaching Opportunity
- Nice Weather
- God's Continued Provision

Thank you so much for your
incredible partnership in the
Gospel! We are so
tremendously blessed by you!
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