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I Would Have Come Over, But...

How can it be that we are already halfway through 2022? Time seems to be flying along and we had a month filled with adventure!
As we reflect on all the things God has done, we are excited to share with you that you may join us in praising God! It is only
through His mercy and grace that we can share all these things!
One of the biggest aspects of ministry this past month was the opportunity to preach at Munich International Community Church
(MICC). We first were introduced to MICC in August when they were searching for someone to fill the pulpit over their summer
weeks. Since that time they have gone through a series of challenging months which culminated in their pastor of 20+ years
retiring at the end of March. As they are launching into a pastoral search, MICC reached out to ask for help covering 5 weeks.
Their transition has been less than smooth which has left the church significantly fractured and heavily divided. After much
prayer, searching the Scriptures, and thought, Luke put together a series on Elijah.
We are so thankful for your many prayers during this season! By God's grace, conflicts were largely avoided during our time at
MICC and we were greatly encouraged by hearing how God worked through His Word in the lives of His people. So many
members told both of us of specific ways God worked through the story of Elijah to pinpoint particular things in their lives. None
of this can be attributed to anything we did and hearing the testimonies made it clear that God graciously worked through His
Holy Spirit in a tremendous way.
As our time came to a close, we were blessed to receive several messages of encouragement. One of the emails included the line, "I
would have come over to thank you last Sunday, but I would have started crying". The message then proceeded to share how God
worked through the truth of His Word to encourage, challenge, convict, and build up this church member. The people of MICC
have become very dear to us in a very short period of time. Pray for MICC as they continue to navigate this challenging season.
Please join us specifically in praying for God to bring the right pastor along, one who has a heart for these people and is ready to
help them navigate through the murky waters they are currently struggling through.
In addition to joining MICC, this last month has seen us continuing to wrestle through language learning. Thankfully we have all
seen progress. Elijah comes home almost every day with a new phrase and better comprehension. Michelle has been able to
connect with a church member to get in person language practice beyond her tutoring. Luke has begun the final level and although
his speaking is not entirely up to par, he is understanding nearly everything he hears. It is our prayer that we will be able to soon
transition to doing more life and ministry in German.
In addition, this past month Luke attended the Evangelium21 conference. The pastor we partner with is one of the founding
members of this group that seeks to equip, unite, and network evangelicals throughout the German speaking countries. In many
ways, Evangelium21 is similar to The Gospel Coalition or Together for the Gospel. It was amazing to be together with over 700
other believers, many of whom were under the age of 30! Praise God for moving among the younger generation!
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The Other Side of the World

Beyond the other activities that made up our May, Luke took a very quick trip to
South Africa. Even though it was only a couple of days full of meetings, the hosts
were gracious to end the time with a trip to the local Rhino and Lion park. It was
amazing to see God's handiwork displayed through His creatures!
Luke's time in South Africa was to finalize a partnership with Baptist Theological
College of Southern Africa (BTC). BTC has the ability to provide an accredited
master's degree to our MBS students. This is an answer to prayer as MBS has been
searching for a way to provide diplomas to students for the past several years. Due to
BTC's policies, MBS faculty who act as supervisors need to have doctoral degrees.
Thanks to the opportunities provided by God, Luke not only holds a doctorate, but
as a native English speaker is well suited to help liaison between BTC and MBS. As a
result, MBS has asked Luke to help coordinate the master's program. This will
involve coordinating communication, helping students register, connecting students
with supervisors, and helping to coordinate the dissertation examination.
We are excited for this new opportunity as well as the doors God will open through
this. One of the exciting aspects of this is the way it will connect Luke to all of the
study centers. Prayerfully this will provide a chance in the future for invitations to
lecture. Furthermore, it has already produced invitations for Luke to help update and
examine the current curriculum. Praise God for new opportunities and pray that this
will result in the development of pastors faithful to the Gospel.
With so much happening, we have been struggling to catch our breath. But God
greatly sustains us through your prayers, support, and encouragement. Thank you so
very much for your faithfulness to the advancement of the kingdom of God
throughout Europe! We are tremendously blessed to have you on our team and we
are very excited to see how God is working through you to reach so many others.
Thank you for your generosity! Don't forget to check out our latest Stannard
Snapshot on our blogsite! Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel!
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The German word for thankful
is dankbar which is
pronounced dawn-k-bar

Prayer Requests:
- Pray for MICC
- Pray for language progress
- Pray for the adoption process
- Pray for new opportunities
- Pray for God's wisdom

Praises:
- Praise God for time at MICC
- Praise God for the BTC
partnership
- Praise God for the chance to
impact MBS
- Praise God for His provision
- Praise God for great weather

Thank you for your prayers!
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