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A Time to Refresh

May has come in on the heals of a whirlwind of movement. Our past month has included trips to Austria and to the island of
Crete. Life continues to keep us on our toes as we see God work in amazing ways! We are so grateful for your involvement in what
God is doing! Thank you so much for partnering with us!
One of the most challenging things for most missionaries is setting aside the necessary time to rest, recharge, and refresh. Ministry
never seems to stop and there are always more things to do. For this reason, missions agencies place a great emphasis on caring for
their missionaries. It is something that we greatly benefit from and often don't even realize how much we need. One way this is
done is through MTW's European conference which takes place once every four years. Because Covid forced the conference to
reschedule, we were blessed to take part. The week before Easter we flew out to the island of Crete for a time of refreshing.
MTW's conference included an amazing time of teaching, praise, and prayer. For many of the missionaries, it was the first time in
a long time to worship in their native tongue. We were blessed to have Matthias Lohmann, the pastor we partner with in Munich,
as the main speaker. We were incredibly thankful to be taught from the Word of God. In addition, there was plenty of time to
build connections and get to know the other MTW missionaries. Our prayer is that through these connections God will open
doors for future fellowship, encouragement, and joint ministry efforts.
Beyond the conference events for adults, MTW organized a wonderful kids program. Elijah was very excited to make new friends
with other children his age who also spoke English. Throughout the week, his greatest concern was that he would be late for his
program. Beyond these times, he was delighted to discover all the blocks of time set aside for families to relax and enjoy the
activities on site. The weather was quite cool, but it didn't stop Elijah from plunging into the pool. He was not happy when we
decided blue was not a healthy shade for a swimmer. Even though Elijah and Michelle caught a stomach bug, we still enjoyed the
wonderful food and the opportunity to recharge. In many ways it was more needed than we knew. We are so thankful for MTW's
commitment to care for us and we are so thankful for your financial partnership which helped to make this possible.
To say that this conference came at a good time would not be an understatement. The chaos leading up to it and the chaos that
followed added so much value to the spiritual and physical rest we received. Upon arriving home we jumped back into our normal
routines of school, language learning, working with the interns, and life. In addition, we began a 5 week period of ministry at
Munich International Community Church (MICC). MICC has been left without a pastor as their former pastor retired at the end
of March after over 20 years of ministry. Unfortunately, the parting was not without serious drama. This has left the church
fragmented, hurting, and the unity severely threatened. As we have talked with members, there is a sense of fatigue and a longing
for hope. Our prayer is that God will use the time of preaching and conversations to point the entire congregation back to the
Lord. We could really use your prayers for us and for MICC. Our God has a marvelous way of redeeming even the worst of
situations. Transitions are often prime times for the unity of the church to come under attack, but we rest secure in the promise of
God to build His church even against the onslaught of hell.
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A Little Bit of Life

As we reflect on what God has done and look toward what He has ahead, we ask you
to join us in prayer and praise! This upcoming month Luke will have an opportunity
to travel to South Africa in order to meet with a theological seminary. God has
opened the door for a partnership which will allow Martin Bucer Seminary students
to receive an accredited master's diploma. Luke has been asked to act as the liaison
and director of master's studies. This provides an opportunity to become connected
with all the various MBS study centers both throughout Germany and in other
countries.
Please continue to pray for progress with the adoption. We were able to complete our
home study renewal and turn in all the paperwork. We pray that it will be approved
quickly. But even if it is, we are still awaiting travel resumption. Please join us in
entreating God to open the doors for us and so many other families. We trust His
timing, but our hearts still ache for our son who we were originally supposed to be
united with two years ago.
We have been thankful to see progress in our language studies! There is still a long
way to go, but it is encouraging to be able to engage in basic conversations. There are
so many more doors that knowing the language will open. Elijah has also made good
progress and we are hoping that this year of Kindergarten will lay a good language
foundation for him to begin primary school in the fall.
This last month saw almost all the Covid restrictions lifted. This has been a
tremendous blessing and for the first time we are not required to wear masks
anywhere except on public transportation. Our church services are no longer facing
number restrictions which opens up many more ministry opportunities. It has also
been easier to get to know the church members without the hampering of half of our
face. Please continue to pray that numbers will go down around the globe. We pray
that God will work through the pandemic to advance His kingdom and spread the
gospel.
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The German word for beach is
Strand pronounced straw-nd. It
is also the Hungarian word for
beach!

Prayer Requests:
- MICC and church unity
- Preaching and conversations
- Partnership in South Africa
- Adoption progress

Praises:
- Rest in Crete
- Opportunities for ministry
- Language progress
- Covid rule relaxation

Thank you so much for your
continued prayers and
tremendous partnership in
taking to Gospel to Europe!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany

Equipping today's students to lead

tomorrow's churches for the glory

of God!




