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Reflections

The start of a new year is here! Every year seems to move by slowly until you get to the end and then you realize how quickly it has
all flown by! As we move into 2022, we want to take some time to reflect on all the amazing things that God has done in and
through us!
Our biggest news for 2021 was the transition in ministry. We not only changed missions boards, but also country and ministry
focus. After 11 years, we closed out our time with Cru in Hungary and began a new chapter with MTW in Germany. Student
ministry was replaced with theological education and while we are still equipping the next generation, our focused narrowed to
seeking to train those charged with leading God's church. Europe is desperately in need of healthy churches and our time in
Hungary gave us a passion to work toward that end.
The summer saw the physical move take place and the transition of all aspects. This led to a fall of chaotic motion, settling in, and
beginning to learn a new culture. Thankfully the transition was eased by the experience of already living overseas, our new
teammates, a wonderful church, and the blessing of excellent neighbors. Within a relatively short time we were able to sell our
house in Hungary, receive residence permits in Germany, and begin language learning. Jumping into another language has
definitely been a challenge, but we know from experience the exponentially increased opportunities for ministry that will follow.
Life never follows our plans perfectly and the pandemic has certainly attested to the fact that we are not in control. Challenges have
abounded as a result, as we know you have also felt firsthand. Ministry is significantly more difficult to do when in person
gatherings are discouraged or banned. That certainly impacted our ability to finish things in Hungary the way we would have
otherwise liked. However, it has also been a good time to transition since we are able to focus on learning the ropes and the
language with fewer distractions. We further discovered that the pandemic impacted other areas of life as we waited four months
to see our kitchen delivered. While we are still missing one or two components, we are very thankful to have the cabinets,
counters, sink, and most of the appliances installed. Learning to live without has given us a new appreciation for what God blesses
us with. We are thankful to be nearly completed with this process.
Perhaps the biggest COVID impact on our lives has been with our second adoption. Despite nearly every other country slowly
resuming adoption processes, we are still waiting for China to resume travel. In the meantime, we are also trying to gain the
necessary permissions from the German government to proceed as planned. Red tape increases with every government involved
and having three certainly calls for a lot of patience, paperwork, prayers, and coordination. We are praying that God will open the
doors to China soon - not only for us, but also the many other families who are in the same situation. At the same time, we are
praying to get everything finalized with Germany and the US government so that we won't experience any further delays. It has
been a blessing to work with a wonderful adoption agency and to receive updates, pictures, and some occasional videos of our
second son. We are so blessed to have such an incredible team of ministry partners praying alongside us, encouraging us in this
time, and asking how things are developing. Thank you for your amazing involvement in our lives!
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Anticipations

As the new year begins we not only look back, but we also look forward. We are very
excited to see what opportunities God has in store. We are trusting that He will open
up many doors through the experiences He has brought us through and the lessons
we have learned.
Already, the theological training Luke received has been put to use. We were
thankful to be able to attend an in-person graduation ceremony in Scotland at the
end of November. The degree is opening the door for Luke to be able to work with
the Martin Bucer Seminary. Once he gets German down, he will have opportunities
to teach throughout the German MBS network (7 cities). In the meantime, he has
had and looks forward to having opportunities to teach at the MBS branch in
Albania. In addition, he has been helping to investigate routes for pursuing
accreditation for MBS.
Our local church is another avenue of ministry. Already Luke has been participating
and helping to shape the internship program. Every year five long term (3 year long)
interns join the program. During their time they receive discipleship, opportunities
to preach, receive feedback, and participate in a weekly training session. These are
Germany's next pastors and the internship program is extremely formative in
preparing them to lead well, to establish healthy churches, to care for their flocks,
and to plant churches. In addition, there are many avenues of ministry for both Luke
and Michelle in the church. As our language progresses, we anticipate being more
involved in volunteering and leading various aspects of church ministry.
The more we learn and get connected to our local community, the more we
anticipate opportunities for ministry. Elijah's kindergarten, our neighbors, the local
stores - these are all part of our daily lives and people that God is constantly bringing
us in contact with. Our desire is to see God use us locally as a beacon pointing others
to the truth and sharing the transforming message of the Gospel. So much has
happened in 2021 and we know so much lies ahead in 2022!
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The German term for New Year
is Neujahr which is pronounced
noy-yahr

Prayer Requests:
- Language learning
- Adoption permissions
- Covid challenges/restrictions
- Intern program
- Martin Bucer Seminary

Praises:
- Good health for all
- Visits from family
- Transitions, opportunities
- Kitchen (mostly) arrived!
- Huge year end giving!

Thank you so much for your
incredible partnership in taking
the gospel throughout Europe!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany

Equipping today's students to lead

tomorrow's churches for the glory

of God!




