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The Steps of Progress

Another year is drawing to a close and it has been full of so many adventures! We continue to experience God's faithfulness
through your incredible partnership which continues to bless us beyond what words can describe. This past month we saw several
increases in giving and several new gifts. All of this has us almost at 100%, only lacking a small amount from our monthly needs.
We are so thankful as we have watched God provide despite a year full of Covid, a transition that was made without ever being
stateside, increases in financial needs, and many other complications. Thank you for your sacrificial generosity!
As we approach the end of the year, we know God sometimes places a desire and provides the means to offer a year end gift.
Should you be led in this direction, don't forget that our only access to any funding is through MTW now. Since this is the first end
of the year with MTW, we wanted to be sure to send a reminder to give either via the website listed below, through the link on our
blogsite, or by mailing a check made payable to Mission to the World to: MTW, PO Box 744165, Atlanta, GA 30374-4165. On the
memo line you should write: Stannard, #400421 One Time.
Speaking of giving, what are some of the one time needs we have seen arise already and anticipate arising? One of the wonderful
ways we have been able to steward your additional gifts has been to bless others. The MBS branch in Albania has students
struggling to make ends meet. Recently, they lost access to digital resources needed for the students to complete their degrees.
Through the blessing of your gifts, we were able to purchase books to bring with us on our trips. We specifically picked trusted
Christian classics that tied into the teaching topics and that we felt would greatly benefit the students. The students were incredibly
excited and many have already mentioned how much they learned from the books! A second way that we have put the extra funds
to use has been to invest in language. Learning the language is the biggest key to effective ministry and to having an impact. While
we did raise a lump sum, we discovered that there were some opportunities which proved more effective, but that exceeded our
initial budgeted amount. Private tutoring has allowed Luke to progress significantly faster than in the traditional classroom setting
and the flexible schedule has also allowed him to take advantages of opportunities to teach in Albania without falling behind (and
actually getting much further ahead!). This has been possible through your additional generosity and we are extremely grateful!
Luke has found the private tutoring also increases his ability to use the language since he cannot rely on others or be passive about
learning. We would love to continue this as we see the dramatic benefit and significantly accelerated learning. However, the price
differential is nearly three times what classes charge. Should God lead you to give a year end gift, we would love to apply it to
language learning and to investing in resources for Albanian students as well as other opportunities that God brings along our
way! With MTW, your extra gifts will go 100% toward our account since overhead costs are a fixed rate rather than a percentage.
In addition to these things, this past month saw Elijah starting kindergarten. So far he has been enjoying it and, since it is in
German, he is also engaging in language learning! On the home front, we found out that our kitchen will be delayed until
December 8th, but it will be all the more welcome when it is finally installed!
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Have You Met...?

This past month saw a return to the Albania MBS study center in order to teach on
the characteristics of God and the eternal decree. The first day, Viron, one of the
students, asked me if I had ever met the gentleman standing by the door. I hadn't, but
was quickly introduced to a member of the Albania Cru staff. One of the wonderful
things about the Albania MBS study center is that they widely advertise the lectures
and open them to all interested parties. They are especially targeting churches and
those in ministry in the hopes of finding future MBS students. Often times, these
guests take off time from work in order to attend the two day lectures. They are
always very engaged and ask interesting questions.
Beyond having an impact through teaching, one of the tremendous blessings about
spending time at the study center is the opportunity to build relationships during the
breaks. During Luke's time in Albania in October, he got into a conversation with an
older man who was sitting in as a guest. Luke quickly found out that this man had an
incredible ministry. He runs a home for orphans or those in the care of the Albanian
social services. A very committed Christian, this man specifically seeks to provide a
caring environment for kids and to introduce them to the Gospel. They see the love
of Christ as they are hearing about it both in church and throughout the week. This
ministry has seen such tremendous results that the Albanian social services works
very closely with them and will refer children to this home knowing that it is a
Christian ministry and that the children will hear the gospel. This is especially
amazing considering Albania is a predominately Muslim country.
Speaking of which, Luke couldn't help but notice the incredible irony of teaching on
God's characteristics while hearing the Islamic call to prayer blaring in the
background. Mosques can be seen everywhere in the city of Tirana alongside
churches and other religious buildings. The call to prayer 5 times a day is loud
enough to be heard even inside closed doors. Thank you for partnering with us to
bring the light of Biblical doctrine and the hope of the cross to this land!
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The German word for gracious
is Gnädig which is pronounced
g-nay-deech

Prayer Requests:
- Adoption exception
- Kitchen installation
- Language Learning
- Albanian MBS students
- Continued good health

Praises:
- Private tutoring option
- Elijah starting school
- Opportunities in Albania
- Time with family
- Nearly 100% support

Thank you so much for your
prayers, support, and gospel
partnership!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany

Equipping today's students to lead

tomorrow's churches for the glory

of God!




