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Hit the Ground Running

August was a month full of new opportunities and challenges! The first few weeks saw us getting home internet after nearly a
month offline. One of the first emails that arrived was a request to pray about serving a church by preaching.
Munich International Community Church (MICC) was planted in the 1980s by a missionary community. Prior to the fall of the
Iron Curtain, Munich was one of the launching hubs for missionaries to go undercover into the Soviet Union for short periods.
These ministers of the gospel would move, with their families, to Munich and quickly found themselves needing a church.
Throughout the years, it grew and saw much change. The Iron Curtain no longer exists and missionaries are not needing to make
Munich their home base. But due to the faithfulness of those who went before, a large church exists to this day with a particular
focus on the international community of Munich. On any average Sunday, you can find up to 50 distinct nationalities present in
the worship service. During one of the prayer portions of the service, MICC devotes time to specifically praying for the needs of a
different country. For almost every country that comes up, there is a native representative who can lead the congregation in
prayer. It is truly a remarkable experience to see and one that provides a foretaste of heaven.
This past year, MICC has experienced some challenging seasons and they found themselves needing to find help filling the pulpit
through the summer months to allow the leadership team and the pastor to regroup and map out a plan to move forward. The
German church where we will be ministering (FÉG München Mitte) has been helping provide mediation and supplying preachers.
While MICC was tremendously thankful and very blessed, they asked Matthias Lohman (FÉG pastor) if he knew of any English
speaking pastors who could commit to more than one week in order provide stability and consistency. It was for this reason that
Luke's newly accessible inbox included a message from Matthias.
After praying and considering our situation, we gladly accepted the invitation and agreed to speak with the elders of MICC. We
quickly discovered that, as the school vacation portion of the summer was just starting (in Bavaria the summer break is always
from August 1 - September 14), they were requesting help for 6 weeks. The conversation with the elders revealed a situation that
was complicated and that had left the leadership team worn out and needing a respite. What we found amazing was how God, in
His wisdom, perfectly orchestrated everything. Not only did the email arrive just as our internet was set up, but we had also just
finished unpacking all our boxes. Furthermore, we had been praying for months about ministry opportunities even during our
season of intensive language learning. Despite many efforts, we discovered that a lot of the language schools were not offering
classes until after that summer break and those who were still working only began new courses once a month. What this meant
was that we wouldn't be able to begin our studies until September, providing a window which could be devoted to MICC.
God graciously provided many opportunities this past month to engage with various MICC church members and get to know this
unique community. We have also been overwhelmed and extremely grateful to see how God's Spirit has worked in our lives and in
the lives of those participating in the worship. As we near the end, it has been visible how this break has allowed the leaders to rest
and receive refreshment. We are excited to reflect more on how God uses this season at MICC and in our lives!
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Looking Forward

We are excited to continue sharing stories from both the Albania trip in May and
from our 6 weeks at MICC in the coming prayer letters! On a personal front, now
that we are settled in more we are focusing on conquering our list of important steps.
One of our first tasks is getting Elijah registered and into a Kindergarten for a final
year before starting grade school in 2022. In addition, we are working to obtain
residence permits, register and relicense our car, make appointments with doctors
and dentists, and finalize things in Hungary. Thankfully our house closed and as
soon as the final payment arrives we can transfer the money out, close our
Hungarian bank account, and move beyond this chapter.
In addition, we have reached out to our adoption agency in order to have our home
study updated. Thankfully, this is the only step necessary and, prayerfully, within a
month or two everything will be legally ready as soon as China resumes travel. This
upcoming month also features the start to our intensive language learning. We
certainly appreciate your prayers as learning a new language is always a challenge and
doing it intensively is very tiring. It is amazing how just 4 hours of concentrating in
another language can be an energy drain. Please pray with us that we will be able to
quickly grasp German and that this will open many more significant opportunities
for ministry!
During this past month at MICC we have been blessed to meet several Hungarian
families! It has been a special joy to have this unique connection to a country that is
very dear to us. Please be praying for the church as they seek to transition into this
fall. Pray especially for unity amidst the stormy season they have just weathered and
pray for the Holy Spirit to continue working through the exposition of His Word
both in the final weeks of Luke's preaching and for those who might later view the
YouTube recordings.
Thank you so much for your many prayers, emails, messages, and various ways of
encouraging us! We are so blessed by your partnership! Thank you!
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The German word for holy is
heilige pronounced hi-lee-geh

Prayer Requests:
- 100% mo. support (98% now)
- Elijah's school & new start
- MICC's transition back
- Language learning
- Residence permits, etc.

Praises:
- MICC opportunity & timing
- House closing & 50% paid
- Finding language school
- Our incredible min. partners
- Settling in & relationships

Check out our latest video on
our blogsite (other side)
Thank you for partnering!
Luke and Michelle
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