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If at first you don't succeed...

The theme of June was transition. June 1st saw us moving out of Cru into MTW and immediately we departed for Munich with
the goal of finding housing. Nothing is ever as simple as it seems and this was no exception. The Munich housing market is unlike
any that we have encountered. There is such a high demand for housing that it is not enough to find a house that you want to rent
and be the first to apply, you also have to run through a gantlet which ends only when the owner is sufficiently satisfied. Because
20-30 people will express interest each day in any particular house, the owner has the luxury of handpicking the tenant who most
impresses them. This makes house hunting seem like a job interview.
Our trip to Munich involved visiting 6 different houses. Houses turn over so quickly that within a week listing are often removed.
This makes it difficult to plan in advance and, as we discovered, also has driven up the rental prices. The only things even remotely
close to our budget were on the outskirts of the city and had various issues. After a few initial discouragements, we came across a
house that we liked and that had more than a postage stamp yard. Excitedly, we filled out the application. That is when we
discovered the intricacies of Munich. Our application was denied because the owner was concerned we wouldn't be long term
enough since our contract is for 5 years. We tried to explain that this is a legal requirement due to agreements between America
and Germany which is renewable and we plan to renew it. Unfortunately, without even setting a meeting with us, the owner
denied our application. After viewing a few other houses that didn't work, we returned to Hungary discouraged.
After arranging a few things and contacting over 20 new house listings, we headed back to Munich. In a week, we were able to view
7 houses. More than half of those we had initially contacted were gone before we were even able to arrange a visit. The ones we
were able to look at were toward the upper end of what we were calculating might need to be paid. Our last day we received a
contract offer and a few days after returning to Budapest, we received a second contract. We were so blessed to have two options to
pick between especially when it seemed that we might not have anything at all.
A lot of prayer and evaluation led us to pick one in a suburb just outside of the Munich ring. The house has a larger yard and is in
walking distance of everything. We can be into the city in 20 minutes and within a half hour, reach the church where we will be
ministering. The downside to both houses was that the price tag was almost $1,000 a month above what was initially budgeted.
Our budgeted amount was calculated based on the housing market several years ago. The current Munich market has skyrocketed
to unbelievably expensive rates. Thankfully, we anticipated that we would need more than our initial goals from MTW. Through
your faithfulness and God's provision, we just met the higher goal we set. Now that we know the exact housing prices, we are able
to set an accurate budget and have determined that we will be needing $500 month beyond what we have on hand.
Join us in praying for the deficit to be met and join us in praising God for providing a great housing option! We are thankful to not
have to simply settle and we are also grateful that our plans to transition to Munich this month can proceed forward. This will
allow us to redo our adoption home study to avoid any additional delays. Estimates still suggest China travel closer to 2022.
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Albania Continued

The May trip to Albania left far too much to tell in one prayer letter. Over the next
few months we hope to share more stories with you! This month we would like to
share a portion of Mirel's story (red shirt in picture above).
Like most of the current MBS-Albania students, Mirel did not grow up in a Christian
home. In fact, Mirel's family is nominally Muslim. Although Mirel was not
particularly religious, he was not inclined to the God of Scripture. A student of
languages, Mirel studied both English and German at his univeristy. This led to an
opportunity to study abroad in Augsburg, Germany (only 30 minutes from Munich).
About the same time, God was beginning to work in his heart. As Mirel took me
(Luke) to the airport, he shared that to this day he doesn't know exactly what
changed his life and his mind. His conclusion? The grace of God.
One particular day in Augsburg, Mirel encountered a street evangelist after touring a
Cathedral. Mirel was intrigued by what the man had to say and was drawn to
approach him in order to ask more about the Christ that was being proclaimed. The
man ended the conversation by giving Mirel a New Testament. Mirel went home,
opened the Gospel of Matthew and, in his words, "was astonished to find that the
Bible was reading me." The things he found acted as a mirror for his soul.
Mirel's testimony is the story of God's sovereignty. God brought Mirel to another
country, to hear an evangelist in a second language, to read a passage of the Bible that
struck him to the core. The months leading up to this encounter were a part of God
preparing the soil and at the right time the seed took root.
Now, Mirel is engaged in a master's of theology with MBS-Albania. He is helping to
translate theological books from German and English into Albanian. Mirel also
works with Evangelism Explosion (EE), sharing his faith throughout Tirana. God's
power transformed Mirel's life and He is using Mirel to impact others around him.
What a blessing to play a small part in God's plan for Mirel's life! Your incredible
partnership is equipping students like Mirel to impact their community for Christ!
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Learn German with us! The
word for great or naturally/of
course is Genau which is
pronounced: geh-now

Prayer Requests:
- Finding a moving company
- Settling into our new house
- 100% additional support
- House closing
- Adoption homestudy renewal

Praises:
- Finding a house to rent
- Reaching initial support goal
- Transitions to MTW
- God's provision & providence
- New beginnings and doors

Thank you for your incredible
partnership in the Gospel!

Luke and Michelle Stannard

Munich, Germany

Equipping today's students to lead

tomorrow's churches




