
Cru—High School 

...so that every teenager has the opportunity to know and follow Christ! 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

 Welcome to the new year!  Somehow it always feels as though 

the first half moves at a normal pace and the second half goes by twice 

as fast!  As we move into 2019 we want to praise God for 2018 and pray 

for what lies before us! 

 This past year was a roller coaster from a personal and a ministry 

perspective.  We ended out the spring semester rolling on fumes past the 

finish line.  Ministries were active and running in 2 cities, we helped 

outsource a 3rd, and we had more cities asking for help.  Our team of 2 (Luke and another staff 

mother) were stretched well beyond capacity.  Over the summer we saw 3 more people join our 

team (Michelle, Mari, and Hannah).  They have helped fill critical gaps!  Because of the 

increase, we now have an actual Catalytic team.  This past year we have seen God produce great 

depth in Pecs.  During a recent discussion with our student leaders, we came up with nearly 20 

names of students who have indicated interest in studying the Bible.  That is a HUGE increase 

from our core group of 4.  In Debrecen, BHHP yielded much fruit in the fall and sparked a 

follow up group of 10 students.  In 

addition, we have seen a team of 5-7 

students begin to take leadership.  It 

was back to the books for Luke as he 

launched into his doctoral studies, 

which have opened doors and been a 

blessing to us!   

 On the personal front we saw 

another backward step in Michelle’s 

health to close out the spring.  Despite 

high hopes for an experimental drug, 

we faced the disappointment that the 

original steroid treatment is the road 

we must travel.  After several years, 

our family expanded to 3 with the 

blessed gift of a cute, personable 

toddler from China.  We have experienced the joys and the (at times) intense struggles of 

adoption.  Through it all we continue to see the faithfulness of God and it leads us to reflect on 

perhaps how our spiritual adoptions might share similarities.  Stranded in China, separated by 

two continents, and then navigating the attachment/bonding process closed out our 2018.   

 As we move into the new year, we invite you to join us in praising God for all that 

occurred this past year!  None of it, from the ministry struggles to the growth of our family, 

took place outside of the sovereign control of Almighty God.  What 

a confidence and hope that provides as we move toward the 

unknown.  We are thankful beyond measure that you are alongside 

us during this journey!  Thank you for your faithfulness!     

L & M Stannard 5-Jan-19 
Budapest,  

Hungary 

Prayer Requests: 

- Citizenship steps 

- Fruit in the har-

vest & more help 

Praises: 

Faithfulness of God 

Learn Hungarian with us! 
The year 2019 is kettő ezer 
(2000) tízenkilenc (19) and 
pronounced: ke-two eh-zare 
tea-zen-key-lance 

lukeys87@gmail.com 

mlstannard8@gmail.com 

(706) 970-2083 
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