
Cru—High School 

...so that every teenager has the opportunity to know and follow Christ! 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

 Stuck in China...it sounds like a bad soap opera.  Perhaps one 

day someone will make our story famous on the big screen!  As this 

letter reaches you, our family is currently in two different countries, two 

separate continents, and separated by 6 time zones.  

 This past month saw us launch the catalytic ministry with a 

couple team meetings and orientations.  We then shot off to Pecs in 

order to help with a freshman outreach at one of the local schools.  Not 

long after this, we boarded a plane to meet the next major adventure in our lives.  And what an 

adventure it has been!  The phrase “perfect storm” would not be too cliché in our instance! 

 As we left for China, new information began unfolding regarding the procedure of 

procuring an entry visa for Elijah.  A few weeks prior to our trip, the USA stopped issuing visas 

to expatriate families, making the Hungarian visa even more critical.  Despite our best attempts 

to get information since April, it was only a week prior to travel that we started getting very 

vague news—enough to begin formulating B plans.  At the same time, Michelle’s health took a 

turn for the worse and the new medication 

seemed to be ineffective.  Hence, we arrived in 

China with a lot of uncertainties on all fronts.   

 From the first day, Elijah has been a 

bundle of energy.  Despite all of our training and 

preparation, he really didn't struggle as much 

transitioning to our care as we expected.  But, he 

did gravitate more toward Luke and definitely 

has a strong will.  He is a lot of fun, very 

curious, and generally has a fun disposition.  As 

time went on, we discovered that we were 

missing a stamp which Hungary requires, China wouldn’t affix the stamp because they objected 

to the paperwork presented, we ran into one of the longest 

Chinese holidays and had to put everything on hold, Michelle ran 

out of medication and had to return to Hungary, Luke’s Chinese 

visa needed to be renewed to accommodate for the delays, the 

Hungarian side is very vague and no firm final date is know, and 

it looks like Luke and Elijah will be in country 20+ more days 

than originally anticipated.  It is moments like these when we are reminded that God is in full 

control, none of this happened by chance, we are so thankful for His daily provision, and we are 

tremendously blessed by such an incredibly awesome ministry team! 

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:19 

 Thank you so much for your prayers, support, and 

encouragement!  We are blessed to partner with you in the gospel! 

L & M Stannard 3-Oct-18 
Budapest,  

Hungary 

Prayer Requests: 

- Return home 

- Family and health 

Praises: 

Elijah, God’s provi-

sion, great help! 

Learn Hungarian with us! 
 
The country of China is 
Kína pronounced key-nah 

lukeys87@gmail.com 

mlstannard8@gmail.com 

(706) 970-2083 

 stannard.home.blog/ Give.cru.org/0628020 

Luke, Michelle, Foster Mom, 

Elijah, Foster Dad and other Kids 
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