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INTRODUCTION 

Often labeled as a Pastoral Epistle, 1 Timothy reveals the heart of a mentor 

pouring into his disciple. Paul unveils insights of a very personal and spiritually practical 

manner within this letter. The intimate nature is one of the reasons for the selection of 

this particular passage for analysis. Additionally, the discipleship insights are of special 

interest as they bear immediate ministry applications for the author of this paper. 

Setting of the Passage 

1 Timothy is one of the epistles written during the formation of the early church. 

Consequently, it is a practical guideline expanding upon Christ’s earthly ministry with 

applications to present situations. While most of the Old Testament looks forward to the 

advent of Christ, the New Testament largely looks back on that same advent. As a whole, 

1 Timothy expounds upon issues faced with the growth of the early Christian church. 

Author 

Paul identifies himself as the author of 1 Timothy within the opening verse: “Paul, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ…”
1
 There is no legitimate reason to doubt the authorship and 

scholars are generally in agreement that Paul was the author. 

                                                 

1. 1 Timothy 1:1.  Unless otherwise noted all Scripture references are taken from 

the English Standard Version (ESV). The Holy Bible: English Standard Version 

(Wheaton: Standard Bible Society, 2001).  
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Date 

While the authorship is not heavily contested, 1 Timothy’s dating is highly 

debated. No direct proof exists within the passage to allow for any more than a range of 

time. Tradition suggests Paul was released from prison following the events recorded in 

Acts.
2
 If that is true, 1 Timothy was likely written after being freed. In any case, whether 

Paul was still imprisoned or not, he probably wrote the letter between A.D. 62 and 67.
3
     

Audience 

Paul clearly identifies Timothy as the recipient of the letter in v. 2. From the 

salutation, one senses that Timothy is someone very dear to Paul, especially as he refers 

to Timothy as his “true child in the faith” (1 Tim 1:2). Timothy became Paul’s disciple at 

a relatively young age. Scholars estimate that sometime in his teenage years or early 

twenties, Paul led Timothy to Christ and invited him to join his ministry team.
4
 

Occasion 

In the opening verses Paul indicates that Timothy is in Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3).  

Apparently false teaching was gaining ground in this young church. Paul appointed 

Timothy oversee the growth of the believers in Ephesus. However, the rise of false 

                                                 

2. Andrew Knowles, The Bible Guide, Augsburg books edition (Minneapolis: 

Augsburg, 2001), 1 and 2 Timothy. See also David S. Dockery, Trent C. Butler, and 

Christopher L. Church et al, Holman Bible Handbook (Nashville: Holman Bible 

Publishers, 1992), 736. 

3. Holman’s Bible Handbook places the date between A.D. 64 and 67. See 

Dockery, 736.  Andrew Knowles favors A.D. 64-65 (Knowles, 1 and 2 Timothy) and the 

ESV Study Bible notes suggest A.D. 62-66. 

4. Simon J. Robinson, Opening Up Commentary, vol. 31, Opening Up 1 Timothy, 

(Leominster: Day One Publications, 2004), 12. 
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teachers left Timothy desiring to rejoin Paul.
5
 Thus, one of the reasons Paul wrote the 

letter was to encourage Timothy to remain in Ephesus and to combat the false teachers.  

EXAMINING THE TEXT     

The Broader Context 

Immediately prior to 1 Timothy 6:11, Paul discusses the topic of contentment 

within the greater context of false teaching. Paul denounces anyone who “teaches a 

different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

the teaching that accords with godliness…imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 

But godliness with content is great gain…” (1 Tim 6:3-6). He continues by describing 

how the “love of money is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Tim 6:10).   

These warnings flow directly into the current passage with the connecting 

command to “flee these things” (1 Tim 6:11). Hence it is critical to understand to what 

“these things” refers. Within context, this is using godliness for personal gain, desiring 

controversy, seeking to divide the church, and loving money (1 Tim 6:4-10).     

Key Words and Phrases 

The six verses under consideration explode with action phrases. In typical 

fashion, Paul packs a wealth of knowledge into a few sentences. In v. 14, Paul uses two 

                                                 

5. David S. Dockery, ed., Holman Concise Bible Commentary (Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 603. 
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active Greek verbs: pheuge and diōke. Pheuge means to run away or escape and diōke 

means to follow after or to persecute.
6
 Paul commands Timothy to frantically run from 

the things in vv. 3-10 and to tirelessly run toward “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

steadfastness, [and] gentleness” (1 Tim 6:11). 

Paul follows this up by commanding Timothy to fight (agōnizomai) – to struggle 

or to strive – for faith.
7
 Again, he uses the imperative form when instructing Timothy to 

take hold of (epilambanomai) – to literally arrest and trap – God’s everlasting call on his 

life.
8
 Paul issues order after order calling Timothy to action. 

A phrase of interest contained in v.13 is “who in his [Christ Jesus] testimony 

before Pontius Pilate made the good confession.” One immediately questions what is 

meant by the term “good confession”? The original Greek does not significantly help as 

the term “confession” does not contain any special meaning apart from the English 

translation. However, the word “before” (epi) can mean either “in the presence of” or “at 

the time of”.
9
 Consequently, this could refer either to Christ’s verbal testimony during his 

trial before Pilate or to his life testimony, especially during his final earthly days.    

Paul selects two key terms in v. 14 to describe how Timothy is to maintain God’s 

precepts: unstained and free from reproach. In Greek “unstained” (aspilon) means to be 

spotless. Similarly “free from reproach” (anepilēmpton) refers to being above criticism.
10

  

                                                 

6. James A. Strong, A Concise Dictionary of the Words in the New Testament and 

The Hebrew Bible (Bellingham: Logos Bible Software, 2009), s.v. "pheuge” and “diōke." 

7. Ibid., s.v. "agōnizomai." 

8. Ibid., s.v. "epilambanomai." 

9. Ibid., s.v. "epi." 

10. Ibid., s.v. "aspilon" and "anepilēmpton." 
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The final verse concludes a doxology begun in v. 15. Robert Utley suggests that 

the term “immortality”, as used by Paul, “seems to be the basic meaning of the OT title 

‘YHWH’…”
11

 Additionally, he notes that the term “unapproachable light” is alluding to 

the Shekinah glory of God.
12

 The final key item to note is that mankind is the subject in 

v. 16 when Paul writes, “[God] whom no one (anthrōpōn) has ever seen or can see.”
13

   

Parallel Passages 

Parallel passages play a vital role in unveiling Paul’s intended meaning. Two 

particular passages stand out as carrying exegetical significance. The first is a mirror 

section in 2 Timothy 3:17-22. Here Paul uses the combinations of pheuge and diōke 

again. Once more, the broader context is avoiding senseless quarrels and controversy 

seeking individuals. Clearly this concept is important both to Paul and to the particular 

situation as he mentions this in two separate letters to Timothy. 

The second parallel passage of note is Revelation 17:14 which is reechoed in 

19:16. Here Christ is ascribed the title of “King of kings and Lord of lords.” The 

significance is found in determining the subject of the doxology. It is easy to get lost in 

maintaining who is being spoken of – the first person of the Trinity or the second. 

However, the usage the phrase “King of king and Lord of lords” clarifies that Christ Jesus 

is the main subject of his praise (1 Tim 6:15).
14

  

                                                 

11. Utley, 1 Timothy 6:16. 

12. Ibid. 

13. Strong, s.v. "anthrōpōn." 

14. Lea, 1 Timothy 6:15-16 
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INTERPRETATION     

Erroneous doctrine is not restricted to the early church days. In fact, it could be 

argued that present times have seen an even higher rise to false teaching. Paul’s 

exhortations are just as valid today as they were to Timothy.   

While we often preach the need to pursue righteousness and godliness, rarely do 

we couple it with fleeing the temptations of using godliness for gain, loving money, and 

desiring quarrels. Paul does not present a one sided coin. Rather, he calls Timothy to flee 

and to pursue. The command is not simply to run away, but also to run toward.  

Paul calls Timothy to action. The abundance of imperatives within the first two 

verses demonstrate that the fight of faith is anything but passive. Christians are called to 

flee, pursue, fight, and take hold. The message compels movement from apathy, toward 

immediate activity. 

The final charge of Paul is to keep the precepts of God from stain. This is not a 

temporary challenge, but one that remains until Christ returns. Paul, thus, extends the 

application beyond Timothy and to all generations. Christians are called to uphold the 

purity of God’s Word and to combat all those seeking to mar the Scriptures. This 

harmonizes with the action found in the first few verses. Not only are we called to keep 

ourselves from false doctrine, but also to actively prevent the distorting of God’s Word.  

The doxology found in vv. 15-16 could be unpacked for a lifetime and we would 

barely scratch the surface of this theological wellspring. However, in the greater context, 

the thrust of the passage is a call to arms – defensive and offensive. False doctrine and 

incorrect teaching cannot be tolerated individually or as a corporate body of believers. 

This is a daily struggle that will continue until our Lord returns in all His majesty.               
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