
Me, Taylor, Frank, and co-leader Jared 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

Wow, time flies past at an amazing rate!  I have now been in Hungary for 1.5 

months and it still feels a bit surreal.  There is so much to update you on that I 

am going to need 2 pages for this letter.  Since my last mailing, the SpeakOut 

camp concluded, I settled in Budapest, learned to navigate around the city, and 

am currently in America attending a STINT conference in Chicago.  

My final two weeks of SpeakOut camp were truly amazing!  God worked 

miricles through this summer outreach.  Let me share some wonderful statistics 

with you about this camp.  This year, 

between the campers and the 

random evangelism that the Hungarian staff participated in, roughly 2,600 

people were approached over 3 weeks.  Through that, we saw 96 people 

accept Christ.  Of that number, 37 were campers and the rest were 

vacationing people or Keszthely locals.  God definitely worked in mighty 

ways and it was a priviledge to have a front row seat for the show!   

As I mentioned before, in addition to the 16 campers I directly interacted 

with, I also was a discipleship group leader for two American high school 

students.  During the 4 weeks we were together, I was able to build a relationship with Frank and Talyor, help them 

with their groups, lead them (along with co-leader Jared) in a weekly Bible study, and share in their struggles and 

triumps.  God built all of us and drew us closer to Himself as the summer progressed.  I also had the priviledge of 

interacting with Frank’s and Taylor’s campers both directly and indirectly.       

I would like to share a couple of stories with you of the last few weeks of SpeakOut.  During the second week, one of 

my campers, Ádám, was fairly interested in the spiritual conversations.  This was his second year at SpeakOut and we 

both remembered meeting each other last year.  Ádám was not a Christian, 

but he had a number of questions about faith, Christianity, how it impacted 

my life, and many other spiritual topics.  Throughout our time together, we 

worked to systematically answer his questions.  The final day, I was able to 

challenge him to take everything he heard, evaluate it, and make a decision.  

While Ádám did not become a Christian at camp, God did use our time to 

build a deep relationship.  In fact, I had the opportunity to meet with Ádám 

(at his request) a few weeks after SpeakOut ended and he told me that he 

accepted Christ into his life just a few days earlier!  What a huge answer to 

prayer and what an amazing story!  Pray that God will use our relationship 

this next year to draw Ádám closer to Himself.  Join me in praying that God 

provide Ádám with a new heart that desperately seeks Him. 

“I (God) will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all 

your idols.  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give 

you a heart of flesh. “ 

Ezekiel 36:25-26 

Another story I would love to tell you is about a camper from my third and final week.  András came to SpeakOut as a 

first time participant.  He wasn’t sure what to expect, but figured it would be classroom style learning about English.  
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Instead, he got to see how a camp can be fun, educational, 

and spiritual at the same time.  His opinion of God is 

somewhat typical of those who have had any exposure, in 

Hungary, to God.  For him, God was entirely loving and 

man needed only avoid the deadly sins (like murder) in 

order to end up okay at the end of life.  Purgatory was a 

reality in his mind and hell only existed for the extremely 

evil.  During our time, he listened to what the Bible says 

about the sinful nature of man and how our penalty is 

death.  He also heard about the incredible love of Christ, 

who took our penalty on the cross and gave us His 

righteousness.  András didn‘t accept Christ, but he had some very good questions and left camp telling me that he 

needed time to think about all that he heard.   Pray that God will continue to work in his life and that our friendship 

may continue to bring him ever closer to the living God.  Join me in praying that God will reveal to András that:  

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 

Acts 4:12 

A final story I want to tell you illustrates how God contiues to cultivate the seeds 

which are planted during SpeakOut.  Iste was a camper in my group from the 

first week (you may recall seeing him in the group picture last month).  He came 

from a Christian family and was exposed to the gospel early on.  However, he 

never made the decision to accept Christ as his personal Lord and Savior.  During 

SpeakOut, he again heard the message of salvation.  Once again, he left camp 

with a lot of information about Christ, but not a personal relationship with God.  

During our cleanup time of camp, we had a sharing period.  I cannot even begin to describe how encouraging it was 

to hear from our teammates what God did during the summer.  Toward the end, one girl stood up and said she 

wanted to share a story that was facebooked to her from a staff member who had 

to leave early.  This staff person was Iste’s aunt and she sent a message saying that 

at a church outreach she helped with, Iste took the last step and (along with his 

younger brother) commited his life to Christ.  Our God truly is amazing and the way 

He works is truly incredible!  I was once again reminded of Paul’s conclusion that: 

“So then, neither he who sows nor he who waters is of anything.  For it is God who causes the seed to grow.” 

1 Corinthians 3:7 

And what a wonderful thing it is that God is in charge of the growth!  How blessed we are to be participants in that 

process!  I do want to again tell you how much I appreciate all of your encouragement and support!  Your prayers are 

the instrument which is responsible for my ministry.  I hope you have been encouraged and uplifted by reading the 

stories that YOU are a vital part of!  If you would like to see more pictures, I do have quite a few posted on facebook.  

I would love for you to look me up and glance through those.  If you do not have facebook but would still like to see 

the pictures, just send me an e-mail and I can get you access to them.   

You all are constantly in my prayers and I cannot tell you how often I thank God for you.  I would love to know if 

there is something specific that I can present before God for you.  Shoot me an e-mail and I would love to include 

that request in my prayers!  Also, I send out a weekly e-mail with prayer requests and 

updates.  If you aren’t receiving this and would like to, just send me your e-mail address.   

e-mail: lukeys87@gmail.com               Cell Phone: +36-30-630-6578                   Website: give.ccci.org/give/0628020 

 

András, Dávid, Gèri, Istvan, Petya Peti, and Me 


